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Summary 
Glanhowy Primary is an inclusive school where both staff and students feel safe and valued. The 

headteacher sets high expectations and serves as an exemplary role model, fostering a passionate 

team dedicated to creating a supportive learning environment. This commitment to care and well-

being helps all pupils, including those from socio-economically disadvantaged contexts and those 

with additional learning needs (ALN), to make strong progress. Pupils’ behaviour and attitudes to 

learning are exemplary.  

Most pupils make a strong improvement in listening and speaking from a young age. The school 

fosters a strong reading culture and by Year 6 many pupils develop effective reading skills and are 

confident readers. While pupils generally make good progress in developing their literacy, 

numeracy and digital skills, they do not always have the opportunity to use these skills as well as 

they could in their work across the curriculum.  

The curriculum is diverse and engaging, incorporating pupils' interests and current events to 

enhance learning. Teachers plan stimulating projects that encourage inquiry as a result, nearly all 

pupils actively engage with their learning. Classrooms are calm and ordered and support pupils to 

develop their independence. This ensures that pupils across the school are engaged and 

enthusiastic about their learning. Most pupils make good progress, and verbal feedback helps them 

to improve. However, written feedback and ongoing assessments do not always inform the next 

steps in learning well enough. 

The school’s leaders engage in a range of monitoring activities. Senior leaders are aware of the 

progress made by different groups of learners, including those with ALN and those eligible for free 

school meals. However, leaders tend to focus too much on data from tests and online assessments. 

They do not always make enough use of the information from pupils' books and lessons to identify 

the most important priorities for improvement. Additionally, some school improvement targets 

tend to be too broad and do not always prioritise aspects of teaching and learning that require 

improvement.  
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Recommendations and next steps 

We have made two recommendations to help the school continue to improve:  

R1 Ensure that evaluation processes use a wide range of information to identify 
opportunities to improve teaching and learning. 

R2 Ensure that the curriculum and teaching enable pupils to develop and use their 
skills to the standard of which they are capable  

The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the 
inspection. 

If you would like to read more about Estyn's evaluation of the school, please follow this link to the 
full report. 
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